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that poetry will take, but discovers them not.
Poetry still remains with the rhetoric of her
youth. She sees the future of poetry in the
progress of reason and the development of
eloquence. The poetry of her own time has
passed her by, and she has not even suspected
it; the new poetry is springing up all around
her, and she does not discern it.

She had not known the great poet, her con-
temporary, the man who was called to regen-
erate the French poetry of his times; the
Terror crushed him, jealously desirous of anni-
hilating all that was original and fecund in
the genius of the age. In the elegy, the ode,
and the satire Andrd Ch&nier found the forms
best suited to the spirit of his generation to
sing of love and to defend liberty. In his
" Hermes " he maps out the poem of an age
that contained Montesquieu, Diderot, Buffon,
Lamarck, Lavoisier, Laplace, Geoffroy Saint-
Hilaire, and Andre-Marie Ampere. Had it
not been for the envious folly of Robespierre,
France might have had her Goethe. The
guillotine spared mediocrity. Republican lit-
erature had nothing but versifiers. Poetry was
preparing to revenge herself by very different
means.

Chateaubriand wrote his "G6nie. du Christi-
anisme " about the time that Madame de Staelp. It costs her no
